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Captioned individual, who is the author of the book, , 

"The Death of a President, " appeared on the television program y ( 

"Meet the Press" on 2-12-67 and was interviewed with respect to his 
forthcoming book. 

In answer to questions posed during the course of the 
program, he stated substantially as follows: 

Mrs. Jacqueline Kennedy commissioned him to write 
the book as she wished to have a complete chronicle of the events that 
transpired on the occasion of the assassination of Pres sident Kennedy 
He feels that the historical value of the book lies in the fact that he 
been in a position to interview individuals closely connected with the 
tragedy before time has dimmed their memory of pertinent events. 

He does not feel that he has broken any agreement with 
the Kennedys with respect to a publication date, although it was orig- 
inally decided to publish the book in 1968. Manchester s purpo^ in 
publishing the book at the present time is to avoid any effect it may 
conceivably have upon the Presidential election in 1968 He also 
stated that Senator Robert Kennedy had clearly indicated to Maquis 

Childs, a newspaper columnist, that the old agreement had been washed 

out. " 

Manchester was never employed or received any financial 
remuneration with respect to writing the book and the terms governing 
its publication were established in a written "memorandum signed by . 
Robert F. Kennedy and him. He stated that he would have prepared a 
document legally more binding and definitive if- he had it to do again. 
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Although he regards his book to be historically sound 
and objective, he •dmitted to d leting what he rcr'rded as unfit 
material furr he- to him by M s. Kennedy durir hi- ten hour ini • r- 
view with her. T-j purpose is to avoid possible emburassment o 
further suffering to her. 

Manchester unequivocally stated that he does not believe 
Robert F Kennedy was politically motivated' in releasing him from Uie 

Sut the whole period immediately following the assassination of 
President Kennedy. 

He maintained that he had not seen any photographs de- 
nictincr President Kennedy's male aids present during the in 

of Presfdent Johnson. He continued to maintain that Kenneth O Donnell 
had been described to him by several eyewitnesses as walking 
corridor outside the room aboard the plane in which President Johnson 
was sworn in* (^ =5 ) 

• Manchester stated that he accepts Uie : Warren JornmUston 

activities 6 C oT2l S Um pcople^nnected S w^i fe^assass^tjo^ he had 
tlie assassination of President Kennedy. 


No mention of the FBI was made during the course of 
Manchester’s appearance before this panel. 
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For information. 



